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; INTRODUCTION. 


S when a ſchool- boy, eager bent on play, 
Towards the icy plain directs his way; 


With ſpeed he flies along, nor ſlacks his pace, 


Nor lingers, till he gains the wiſh'd-for place; 
But cer he ventures on, its ſtrength he tries 


By ev'ry little art he can deviſe; 


With wary ſtep he treads, now pond'ring ſtands, 
Now, bolder grown, he quits the firmer land; 
Urg'd by defire, he ſtill advances on, 

Till gain'd the midſt, and then his fears are gone: 


So thus the Muſe in deep ſuſpenſe ſurvey” d 


Her vaſt deſign—its great importance weigh'd. 


Reſolv'd the Scripture's Champion now to ſtand, 


Now thought that it requir'd an abler hand; 
All undetermin'd was my wav'ring mind, 
Afraid to write, and yet to write inclin'd, 
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Ul INTRODUCTION. | 


So hard it ſeem'd to prove by force of words 
The doctrine ſpurious, deiſm abſurd ; 

The arguments of deiſts to refute, 

Remove objections far beyond diſpute ; 
And to the rational make truth appear 
Fair as the morn, and as the noon-tide clear. 
Beſides my pen, in college ſtile untaught, : 


Would by the learned be deſpis'd, I thought; 
From the tall ſons of rhet'ric meet contempt, 


Nor from the empty critic be exempt. 


Such deep impreſſions theſe reflections made, 


That I aſide my whole intention laid; 
Nor had I enter'd on the world's wide ſtage, 
The Age of Reaſon's hero to engage, 


But theſe conſiderations thick did croud, 


And with inceſſant clamour me purſu'd. 
Shall crooked Error ope her impious mouth, 
And proudly bid defiance to the truth ? 
Shall ſhe, with huge gigantic ſtride advance, 
At revelation ſhake her poiſon'd lance ? 


And fhall I not the cauſe of truth eſpouſe, 
Defend, and alſo bid the world to rouſe, 
Invoke each tongue, and call forth ev'ry pen, 


To cruſh the.common foe of God and Men ? 
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INTRODUCTION. in 


Yes, I, regardleſs of the critic's ſneer, | 
Will Revelation's advocate appear. 


I, from the pious, ſhall a welcome meet, 


And in the candid find a calm retreat ; 

The trav'ler, alſo, nighted on his way, 

Will joy to fee, altho' a feeble ray. 

Thus like the reſtleſs deep by adverſe winds, 
So adverſe paſſions toſs*'d my troubled mind. 
At length reſolv'd, determin'd, I began, 


Collected fit materials, form'd my plan: 
Nor have my thoughts on ſach a great concern, 


Without deep ſtudy been together drawn. 
I heard, all ear, the Age of Reaſon read, 


— 


And mark'd the author in his heavieſt tread - 


Where he, with firmeſt graſp, the pillars preſs'd, 
On which the Chriſtian's hopes of comfort reſt : 
Then try'd the ſubject, big with myſtery, 
How far conſiſtent with the Deity ; 


In Reaſon's feales I weigh'd each evidence, 
For ſcripture as for deiſm's defence 


Nor was I bias'd from a principle 
Of education, or of party zeal ; 
But ardent ſought the truth to aſcertain, 


Free to embrace it, tho? reveal'd by Pains : 
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iv INT RODU Orion. 
Nor think me impious, cauſe 1 this aſſert, 

Elſe blame the Turk who with his koran parts. 
Tune Turk and Chriſtian each himſelf deceives, 
Who ne'er inveſtigates what he believes. 

Full oft, when Night within her ſable veſt 
Had wrapt the world, and men were ſunk to reſt, 
Soft balmy lumber from my eye-lids fled, 

And Twilight found me reas'ning in my bed; 

A demonſtrative proof at leaſt to find, 
Of that which moſt concerns the human kind. 
The world, to whom this Treatiſe I preſent, 

Muſt judge how far it anſwers the intent. 
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SCRIPTURE AND REASON, 
A POEM. 


Thou, whoſe eye pervades immenfity A 


Who ever was, and {till the fame muſt be! 


Whoſe boundleſs power and wiſdom vaſt unknown 
The rolling ſpheres in filent language own ! 


Great God! I thee invoke, my ſoul inſpire 
With energy—with pure poetic fire! 

Illume my darkneſs, O thou ſource of light! 
Direct my pen, O guide the Mule's flight! 


As vent'rous on in queſt of Truth ſhe ſoars, 


The pathleſs deep of Myſtery explores ; 


Where Reaſon, led by Faith, implicitly 


Gropes in the vale of dark uncertainty. 
Twas at thy call, Omnipotent, up ſprung, 
Andi in vacuity ſuſpended hung, 


The 


66 
The lump inanimate, unfaſhion'd, rude, 
The homogeneous maſs of matter crude, 
Of which creation, formleſs, till by thee 
Reduc'd to form—exaQteſt ſymmetry. 
Then, by thy finger touch'd, amazing ſcene ! 
Was put in motion Nature's vaſt machine; 
Revolving orbs began their myſtic dance, 
And ope'd the ſchool of Science in th' expanſe. 
Thus the Almighty form'd the fabric fair, 
And ſwath'd the new- born worlds in ambient air: 
Then grew beneath his forming hands, the frame 
Of man, and he a living ſoul became. 
Perfection, with her ſignet deep impreſs'd 
The ſpacious whole, but chief the human breaſt. 
Had ought imperfect been of all that was A 
Created by the firſt myſterious cauſe, _ 
*Twould argue in the Deity defect, 
Impeach, as lacking kill, the architect; 
How would it plunge us in a vaſt abyſs * 
Of endleſs reaſoning, ſuch a thought as this ! 
Man, a fair tranſcript of th* original, 
All rectitude, nor ſpot was found at all; 
Right Reaſon rub'd the little riſing ſtate, 
And ev'ry paſſion kept ſubordinate. 


But 
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But ſay, was man when from his Maker's hand 


Thus perfect ſent, was he decreed to ſtand 


Invariably the ſame, or free to ſwerve, 
Abuſe, or elſe his rectitude preſerve ? 


Was there in man a pow'r inherent, ſay, 


To ſerve, or his Creator diſobey ? 
If not, it follows man at beſt had been 
No better than a well-contriv'd machine; 


And if deny'd the freedom of his will, 
For actions ſurely not reſponſible, 
Bound by neceſſity, he diſobey' d, 


Or forc'd obedience to his Maker paid. 
Crude contradiction, this abſurdity, _ 
Debaſing Man, but more the DziTy. 


But grant to man free agency, as juſt . 


A pow'r to curb, or yield to latent luſt ; 


It follows that a rule muſt have been given, 


A moral law preſcrib'd for man by heav'n; 


A law exactly ſuited to his ſtate, 


By which he might his actions regulate; 
Hence it is plain, reſponſible to be, 

For breach of duty in the leaſt degree. 
This, I preſume, will evidently elear, 


To ev'ry ſober thinking man appear; 


But 


But how reveal'd to man his Maker's will, 
Say, verbally, or written legible? 


On the creation's ample volume, where 


Man might behold in characters moſt fair: 
*Tis fo, the Deiſt faith, nor needed more 
'To influence man his Maker to adore; 
There he the ſigns f Deity might trace, 
His pow'r, his wiſdom, providence, and grace ; $ 
No other revelation er has been, 

But this which is in the creation ſeen ; 

This can alone, unchang' d by man remain, 
All other, then, ſuperfluous is, and vain. 
Thus much the Deiſt, and in anſwer, I, 
Jo his aſſertion, heterodox, reply: 


As our firſt parent in probation ſtood, 
So heav'n all wile; all holy, juſt and good, 
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Was bound ſuch light on Adam to confer, 
That he, through lack of knowledge, might not err. 
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Hence man was furniſh'd with a reaſon clear, 
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With ſenſes, feeling, ſmell, taſte, eye, and ear. 
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* The ſubſtance of tlie lines printed ia Italics throughout the 
| work is taken from the Age of Reaſon, 
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the 


Belong, nor to the brute creation known, 
That ſounds diſtin, articulate, and clear, 


(9 2 


By theſe, as channels, were ideas brought, 


Arrang'd in order at Reflection's court; 


His wond'ring eye might evidently trace, 
The firſt great cauſe in Nature's lovely face; 
By pleaſing taſte, by ſmell of fragrant flow'r, 
By feeling, feel himſelf th* Eternal's pow'r : 
But what idea of the great I AM, 


Through the fair portals of the hearing came ? 
"Tis known that if the ear had heard no ſound, 


The pliant tongue would ever have been bound; 
No ſenſe of hearing, then the Deity 
Unſung by lyre or vocal ſtrains would be; 


Hence I infer, as ſpeech to men alone 


Have penetrated firſt the human ear ; 

Words of the moit import, no doubt he heard, 
When firſt the door of hearing was unbarr'd 
But what of moſt import for man to learn, 
What was it that would Adam moſt concern ? 
Surely to know the ſtate in which he ſtood 


A threaten'd evil, and a promis'd good. 


Is it abſurd to think the Deity, 
Whoſe works are done in order, harmony, 
B | Would 


(- 40+ 
Would deign his new-made creature, man, to teach 
His ſov* reign will, when firſt man breath'd * 3 
How would the accents ſink upon his ſoul ?— 
Solemn, as when the diſtant thunders roll! 
Perception's calm reflection would awake, 
The pliant tongues in praiſe its ſilence break. 
Think not that I th* Almighty would confine, 
T effect, by ſecond cauſes, his deſign; 
No: I am conſcious, heav'n need but to will, 
Tis done by pow'r incomprehenſible : 
Heav'n, doubtleſs, without ſecondary ald, 
The gift of ſpeech to man might have convey'd ; 
But ſurely *tis moſt rational, molt plain, 


That man the pow'r of ſpeech did thus obtain; 5 | 


If fo, then ſurely deiſm is vain. 

I grant that Adam might in nature read 
Inſtructive lectures, legible indeed; 
Might well conclude, from what he ſaw around, 


The ſpacious heav'ns and earth with verdure crown nd, 
There was a cauſe, a great Eternal One, 

Who, whatſoe'er his eyes beheld, had done; 
Whoſe pow'r and wiſdom ſo refulgent ſhone, 


Who form'd him man, he ought to love alone, 


But ſay, did Adam know he was to die, 
Or could the works of Nature tell him Why? 


5 


Why doom'd, reluctant, to reſign his breath, 
In pain and ſickneſs cloſe his eyes in death ? 


Could he, by contemplating Nature, learn 


His diſſolution in the leaſt diſcern ? 
If not, this knowledge muſt have been convey'd, 
A revelation unto Adam made; 


For ſure, when man into exiſtence brought, 


Found in himſelf a principle of thought; 
When firſt to heav'n he rais'd his wond'ring eyes, 
*Tis nat'ral this reflection would ariſe; — 


8 What am 1? Say, from whence, and how I came, 
© Muſt 1 for ever be as now the ſame? 


Or at ſome diſtant period change my ſtate, 
« Again become extinct, annihilate ?” 


And if conſtrain'd to wait till time ſhould prove 


The doubtful caſe, —uncertainty remove, 


How would it mar the joys which heav'n had ſent, 


While man remain'd in ſuch predicament— 


Thought on the rack of keen Enquiry toft, 
In endleſs ſearch, in pathleſs labyrinths loſt ! 


But heav'n, delighting not in human woe, 


| Reveals to man what needful is to know, 


That is relating to his preſent ſtate, 
What moſt may tend his peace to conſummate. 
B 2 | | "Tis: 
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'Tis folly, and preſumption too, in man, 


To with for more the Deity to ſean : 


Hence as ideas by perception find, 

Or through reflection enter to the mind; 

It follows, then, by one of theſe two gain'd, 

That knowledge“ firſt by man had been obtain'd ; 


But as, by contemplating Nature's frame, 


No idea of man's diſſolution came; 
As neither feeling, ſmelling, taſte, nor ſight, 
Could on the ſubject caſt the ſmalleſt light, 


It follows, therefore, that man muſt have known, 
| Have had th' idea through the ear alone ; . 


As man, tis prov'd, did in probation ſtand, ö 
Reſponſible for breach of Heav'n's command, 
Free in himſelf his duty to fulfil, 

And act obſequious to his Maker's will: 

So when th' Almighty did his mandate give, 
Man heard, do this or die, reverſe to live. 


Jas then the dread idea he receiv'd, 


Too little was the threaten'd death believ'd; 


But this objection doubtleſs will ariſe, 


Tho? Adam could not learn from earth nor ſkies, 
Tube knowledge of death. 
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Vet juſtly this concluſion he might draw, 


That he would alſo ceaſe to live and move; 
What he beheld in part to him did prove: 


Will thought, when from the body, live diſtinct? 


All elſe inadequate, the world muſt own 
Ihis moſt important ſubject to make known; 


Death ev'ry cent'ry ſweeps the ſtage of life, 


En 
From ſtudying Nature, aſcertain that he : 
Was doom'd to die or live eternally; 


* 


If &er a breathleſs bird or beaſt he ſaw, 


I grant it juſt, admit it all to be, 

Yet Adam ſtill would be quite out at fea, 
Should this reflection riſe within his breaſt, 
Will ſpirit, ſtripp'd of matter, ſtill exiſt ? 


Or ſeparated, will it be extinct? 

Say, then, could man from what be might ſee die, 
Reſolve the doubt—the Gordian knot untie ? 

No, reaſon calls for revelation's aid 

To guide her through, beyond death's gloomy ſhade; 


But why was Adam, as are all mankind, 

To taſte the bitter pangs of death conſign'd ? 
Say, author of the Age of Reaſon, why 

Were Adam and his offspring doom'd to die? 


While others preſs to act a ſcene of ſtrife : 
Thus 


( 14 ) 
1 | Thus generations on x each other hurl'd, 
4 = | Paſs ofer the bridge of time, then quit the world. 
Th |} I aſk the ſource of Common Senſe again, 
Say, canſt thou tell the obvious cauſe ? — explain; 
Obvious, indeed, to each impartial mind, 
Altho' unſkill'd in ſcience, unrefin'd : 
No need to travel to the fixed ſtars, _ 
Through fields of æther roam to ſearch the cauſe ; 
No need to trace the paths of comets dire,— 
At ev'ry planet for the cauſe enquire: _ 


No: nearer home may find intelligence; 

Man, in thy breaſt read diſobedience : 

Can we ſuppoſe that God all wiſe and good, 

Th' eternal ſource of all perfection, would 

Give life to man, that he might only know 
(Unknown to none) anxiety and woe? 

What ſon of man, exempt from trouble found 

Diſeaſe and ſickneſs compaſs all around? 
Brought forth in ſorrow, Lo! he lives in pain, 

Then drops into his mother earth again. 

Was it conſiſtent with the Deity, 

To ſentence man to death and miſery i 7 


E'er he, by ſome offence, juſt cauſe had giv'n, 
Brought on himſelf the killing wrath of heav'n? 


Can 


Can 


66 
Can God, like ſome great deſpot, fraught with pride, 


Horne down the ſtream of Paſſion's rapid tide,— 


Can he to ſhew his pow'r, to gratify 

His caprice, thus create mankind to die? 

No: far the thought from me from all be driv'n, 
Righteous and true are all the ways of heav'n; 

»Iis man has broke the law his Maker gave, 

By ſin brought death, and ope'd the yawning grave; 


And num'rous evils, burſting like a flood, 


Have ſince that time delug'd the world with blood: 
Grant, then, man fallen, heav'n ſtill is juſtify'd, 
If not, the truth of God muſt be deny'd; 

But God is juſt, and cannot but be ſo, 

Man he has ſinn'd, and ſin has brought his woe: 
If man be as he was created, then 

No moral evil would be known to men; 

But ſurely evil is in all men found, 

Its dire effects throughout the world Wend: 


See rage burſt like a deſolating ſtorm, 


Aſſault mankind in ev'ry hideous form; 
Millions, beneath Oppreſſion's iron rod, 
Are cruſh'd, and Vi'lence fills the world with blood. 


| Wild Diſcord hurls the apple from her hand, 
Ane hoſtile armies thick in battle ſtand ; 
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Hence it is obvious, Adam did by fin 


No wonder through the ſtream it ſhould be ſpread. 


That Adam he ſhould generate his kind, 


Which doth conſiſt in moral righteouſneſs ; 1 
And as included in his loins would be 


When he againſt his ſov'reign did rebel, 

| TH 
That we, then in his loins, would with him fall, I 
One common fate was to include us all; 


(96) 
Contention wraps th* abodes of in flames, 
All, all in Reaſon's ear man's fall proclaims. 


Give evil in our nature —origin; 
Imbib'd the poiſon at the fountain-head, 


As the all wiſe Creator bad deſign'd 
Produce his likeneſs, which, before the fall, 


Was a fair tranſcript of th? original! 1 
The image of his Maker, God expreſs, 0 


The whole of man, his num'rous progeny, A 
It follows, then, of courſe, when Adam fell, _— 
5 


But as our ſin was ſeminal as due, 
Our puniſhment it ſhould have been ſo too; 


What then the conſequence? amazing thought! 

Man to exiſtence never had been brought; 

For had our fire receiv'd his juſt deſert, HK 

(We in his loins, and of himſelf a part) 
BE | Muſt 


ds 


Muſt - 


x" gr" 


C92 3 
Muſt have remain'd in him eternally, 
To ſuffer for offending Deity ; 
Unleſs ſome ſatisfaction adequate, 
Could have been made man's crime to palliate: 


Strict juſtice doth admit of no relax, 
But on the guilty to the full exaQs; 


As for annihilation, twould evade 


| No recompence that way to juſtice made; 
A free diſcharge to man had then been giv 'n, 
Who, tho” extinct, would triumph'd over heav'n. 


But men exiſt 3 and hence ? 'tis evident, 
Adam has been exempt from puniſhment :— 
That is, his firſt offence has been forgiv*n, 
By virtue of atonement made to heav'n ; 
Of conſequence, his then included ſeed, 
The millions that were from him to proceed; 
For ſure, had juſtice not been ſatisfy'd, 
We muſt, with Adam, in his loins, have dy'd: 
That is, in him endur'd th" Almighty's curſe, 
A deathleſs death, than worſt of ms worſe; 
Thus men exiſting, evidence to all, 
Man's reſtoration from his rueful fall. 
Here let the ſpeculative Deiſt read 
A paradox, complex to him, indeed; 

; : C | 
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© 0.3 
By man came death and all the ghaſtly train, 
The king of terrors, arm'd with mortal pain; 
By man, the reſurreftion from the dead, 
Death and deſtruQtion by him captive led. 
L aſk the Deiſt, ſay, what recompence ? 
What ſatisfaction for the leaſt offence 
Againſt thy great Creator's juſt commands, 


Whoſe juſtice, unrelenting, full demands? 


Or art thou, as thy Maker, holy, clean ? 
Let Conſcience ſpeak, that monitor within; 


Did Conſcience ne'er, when prompt to _ " 


tongue, | 
Prevent the lie, with “ thou art doing wrong ?” 
Art thou a ſtranger to its thund'ring call, 
The voice of Conſcience heard ſo oft by all? 
Has keen Remorſe, not once for actions paſt, 
Or conſcious Guilt, caus'd pain within thy breaſt ? 
And is, offending heav'n's Almighty Lord, 


(Who ought by all his works to be ador'd) 
ls it of no import to thee at all 


Beneath th' Fternal's fiery wrath to fall ? 
Say, will repentance for a length of time— 


Will floods of tears pour'd forth; waſh off the crime? 
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No: {hy offence, fond man, adjudg'd will be 
According to th' Almighty's dignity ; 
Infinite juſtice, infinitely claims, 

Till then, unſheath'd, the Sword of Vengeance flames. 
I aſk, what reſtiturion can'ſt thou make, 
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Canſt thou recall again the ſpirit fled, 
Or raiſe the breathleſs body from the dead? 
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For one, of numberleſs, offences given; 
And art thou bent, determin'd ſtill to play 


21 2 . N 
3 
8 n 4 


The madman's part, nor Reaſon's voice obey ? 


Cs Sap 


7 Still to refuſe the rich proviſion made, 
| The Mediator's interpoſing aid? 


e 8 


The only mean, all other means are vain, 
vy which mankind falvation can obtain: 
var ſtart to hear a Mediator nam d, 
The doctrine of a ſubſtitute proclaim'd ? 
1 Y Prepotierous the idea doſt thou cry,— 
7 Vnjuſt that one ſhould for another die; 
1 grant, with mortals, tis unjuſt, indeed, 
' To ſuffer man for others” crimes to bleed ; 
Fach for himſelf, alone the ſmart muſt feel, 
by * Nor ſubſtitute allow'd to ſheath the ſteel; 
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To one whoſe life, perhaps, thy hand might take ? 


Much leſs canſt thou atonement make to heav'n, 
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( 20 ) 
It argues human inconſiſtency, 
When human laws with reaſon diſagree : 
But let us now ſuppoſe ſome deſpot Lord 
Proverb'ly juſt, ſtrict, punctual to his word, 
Enacts a law, its nature and intent, 
To prove his ſubjects evil to prevent; 
And he who dates the royal mandate break, 
A ſatisfaction with his life muſt make. 


Ere long, the Sov'reign's Son, his beſt belov'd, 


Is to his Sire accus'd, and guilty prov'd ; 


Mercy inclines the Sire his Son to ſave, 


But, with his law, the ſentence, too, he gave. 
1 aſk, then, was it juſt the Sire ſhould die, 
His Son to fave, the law to ſatisfy? 

Remind, the Giver of the law's to none 
Reſponſible, but to himſelf alone. 

*Twill, doubtleſs, grate upon thy tender ear, 
And ſhock thy infant feelings, this to hear: 


But fay, that pbw'r which rides upon the ſtorm, 
That walks in darkneſs, wonders to perform ; 


Who clothes himſelf with Light and Excellence, 


Whoſe loins are girded with Omnipotence, 
Say, ſcientific ſage, why might not he, 
In human nature veil divinity ? 


Might 
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Say, canſt by ſearchings, to perfection find, 


And all her neighb'ring ſiſter planets birth: 


( 21 ) 
Might not the rays of Deity divine, 


Unveil'd (too ſtrong for ſenſe) thro? matter ſhine, 


And in the form of mortal man fulfil 

The pre-determin'd counſels of his will? 
And as by man his ſov'reign law was broke, 
Bear in himſelf for man th' avenging ſtroke 
By this to favour rais'd, the fallen race, 

The covenant of Works, how chang'd to grace. 
The Deiſt next exclaims, The my/tery, 

The arithmetic of chriſtianity ; 

That three diſtin are one, as one exiſt, 

'Tis my/tery this, or rather, miſt on miſt 

A contradiftion this in terms implies, 

Of conſequence the Chriſtian ſyſtem les, 

T he eſſence, ſure, of all abſurdity 

Sprung from the tail of Heathen "tholog y. 

In anſwer, let me alk the learned ſage, 

The wond'rous wonder of the preſent age, 


Fathom the depth of the Almighty's mind ? 
Canſt comprehend the pow'r which gave the earth 


Or have the maſſy orbs by thee been weigh'd, 
Or by thy finger was the balance ſtay'd? ꝰ 
Canſt 
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( 22 ) 
Canſt thou the ſtars, their diſtance, number, tell, 
Or on thoſe worlds what fort of natives dwell ? 
Are they obedient, ſay, or prone to crimes, 
And what the nature of thoſe diſtant climes ? 
Will Tempeſt rend the rocks at thy command, 
Or element'ry troops in battle ſtanldꝰ 
No, ſurely no; thy ſtrength, thy wiſdom ſmall, 
Compar'd with God, it nothing is at all: 
Too dim is Reaſon's eye to reach the height, 
Tho' ſcience lends her glaſs to aid the ſight; 
Thou doſt acknowledge, yes, thou doſt it own, 
God only to himſelf is fully known ; 
Why, then, doſt thou deride that myſtery, 
Becauſe it inconſiſtent ſeems to thee? 
A ſooty native of the torrid zone, 
An artleſs Indian, to the world unknown ; 
Tell him of icy mountains form'd by froſt, 
Or fields of ſnow, how would his mind be loſt ? 
What groſs ideas of a frozen ſtream, 
How contradictious would the ſtory ſeem-? 
Hence it is plain, truth may abſurd appear, 
When plac'd beyond the limits of our ſphere 4 
And what a contradiQtion ſeems to thee, 
Perhaps th“ effect of i Ignorance may be. 
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80 little doſt thou know of God, at moſt 

He doth exiſt, but how thou nothing knowl: 
Nay, man is altogether myſtery, 

Pd almoſt faid a ſecond T rinity ; 

1 The mental pow'rs compoſing man, the whole 
Can but, in ſtricteſt ſenſe, be call'd one ſoul; 
And tho' diſtin& each faculty, as one 
hey all exiſt, and act in uniſon. 

4 But might not God aſſume a vehicle, 

1 A human form, his purpoſe to fulfil ; 
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1 Be here converſant, at this time expreſs, 

And act the ſame at the Antipodes ? 

4 Perplexing this, hard to conceive, indeed, 

I Yet, ſure, the Deiſt will admit the creed ; 

3 Acknowledge, then, nor thus moſt imptouſly, 

3 Deſpiſe the Chriſtian fairh—each myſtery ; 

2 Why het'rogeneous falſhood are they term'd, 

$ When by ſubſtantial evidence confirm'd ? 

7 This proves the ſcripture's Origin Divine, 

| As years roll round the truths more clearly ſhine ; 
'# Predictions op'ning to th' attentive mind, Op 
F Leave not the ſhadow of a doubt behind ; 

7 3 Look on the ſacred page,* and there behold, 
The fate of riſing empires clear foretold; 


80 
bg Daniel, Chap. 7. 
Read 


( 24 ) 
Read there the curſe denounc'd on Iſrael's ſin, 
And aſk the Jews how far fulfill'd has been; 
The Roman Eagles, at Jehovah's calls! | 
Rapacious on devoted victims fall; 
Firm in their talons graſp the helpleſs prey, 
From Salem bear the hapleſs tribes away 
Scatter'd abroad, fince then they rove around, 
O'er all the earth like fugitives are found; 
No reſt the ſoles of Hebrew feet can find, 
A proverb and a bye-word to mankind; 
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Oft from one nation to another driv'n, f 


. A prey to cruel perſecutors giv'n. 

Now, ye impartial, read the propheſy, “ 
Judge, doth it not with what Ive ſaid agree? = 
Again, ſee Babylon, f the proud, the great, 

BY | How amply's been fulfill'd her threaten'd fate! 7 

| Ry Where now, the iron walls, the gates of braſs, 

|; The cloud-capt towers, demoliſh'd all, alas! 

| All but the mem'ry to oblivion hurPd 

; £1 Of Babylon, once miſtreſs of the world; 
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Where once was heard harmonious pleaſing ſounds, 
Where gorgeous temples did the roſe bound; 
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Did no prediction previous notice give 


6 
Now ſcreeching owls diſguſt the trav'ler's ear, 
And hifling reptiles fill his ſoul with fear : 
Horror, in ſhort, broods o'er with raven wings, 
The once fair ſeat of proud Aſſyria's kings. i 


Are theſe no ſtriking proofs of prophecy, 


Which proves the truth of chriſtianity ? 

Indeed the two ſo cloſely do connect, 

Who doth the one, the other mult reject; 

Perhaps aware of this, the Deiſt doth, 

Without reſerve, deny the truth of both; 

Not recollecting that he form'd his plan 

From ſcripture, pourtray'd out—the Rights of Man: 


= Unworthy Pains, ſuch inconſiſtency, 
2 Firſt to admit, then reje&, prophecy. 
Again, e'er the Meſſiah did appear, 


(Whoſe name let all the ſons of men revere,) 


Of his approach, to thoſe who then did live ? 


Conſult the Jews, their records teſtify, 


3 Altho' themſelves the Lord of Life deny; 
v Nor vaunt with indirect ironic words, 
The Jews prove chriſtianity abſurd: 

1 5 not we pom do not their POST: 


D They 
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Ji; They do belizve, and thou doſt, too, confeſs, . 
| þ That Chriſt did live—taught moral righteouſneſs s J i 
71 Now ſeventeen hundred years have roll'd around, 1 
4 Have they at all the promis'd Saviour found ? k 
| { Or has the ſign of Chriſt appear'd fince then, | 
| Of his approach to theſe deluded men? L 
Miſled, like thee, by groſs ideas vain, 1 
| ; | They look for Chriſt t' ere& an earthly reign ; | 
Jil To bow the nations to his mighty ſway, 1 
1 5 And make the world, ſubvervient, them obey; . 
Sl | Contrary to the word of prophecy, = 1 
| i 1 15 Which had declar'd he Prince of Peace ſhould be. ; 
| | 1 "Tis obvious, then, to the impartial eye, 3 
| | i} Z | The cauſe why Jews the Chriſtian ſcheme ny 5 ; I Y 
| | | | But let us weigh th' internal evidence, | 3 ] 
| [ iq | The goſpel teaches love and innocence ; 3 _ 
| | [i It clearly points the way to happineſs, 3 i 
| | 1 Exhorting all mankind to live in peace; . 4 
1 | As ye would men ſhould do to you again, 1 a 
| i | q So do to them—the goſpel rule is plain; 4 : 
3/3 Fach brutal paſſion of the human ſoul _ 1 
i j The goſpel ſubjugates, reſtrains the * | E f 
| |) | © ( 
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In ſhort, tis calculated to refine, 
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To make men more angelic, more divine. 
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But tho' the goſpel merits higheſt fame, 
Ihe Deiſt thus againſt it doth exclaim,— 
4 That 'tis a fraud impos'd upon mankind, 
3 I firmly am perſuaded in my mind; 
I Whether th' aſſertion is more baſe than weak, 
3 . ye unbiaſs'd, which it moſt beſpeaks : | 
| But I am bound to hope in charity, 
3 From want of cool reflection it may be, 


Not rightly weighing chriſtianity. 


| Now let us tor a moment contemplate, 

E And try the ſubject to inveſtigate ; 

| 3 That ſuch a man as Jeſus Chriſt did live, 
A T hou doſl admit, thou full aſſent doſt give; 
2 And further, doſt acknowledge, own, that he 
1 Inſtructed men in ſound morality: 

1 The baſe corruptions of the Jews expos'd, 
Type pride and av rice of their prieſts diſclos d; 
For this incurr'd their moſt invet'rate rage, 
Nor could his life their enmity afſuage : 
That Pontius Pilate did him crucify, 

© Thou doſt confeſs, nor ought of this deny. 
Now, let me aſk, ſhould we a man behold, 

_ Pvpoſing ev * vice, undaunted, bold, 
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( 28 ) 

Whoſe conduct with his doctrine coincides, 
The ſcrutiny of Envy's eye derides; 

Who dares reprove the opulent and great, 
When from the path of truth they deviate ; 
A patient ſuff*rer, tho? by men revil'd, 

Regardleſs of the world, its frowns or ſmiles ; 

Who, rather than his upright courſe refrain, 
Submits to die, by moſt exquiſite pain? 
Could we ſuppoſe that ſuch a man defign'd 
T' impoſe upon the world—deceive mankind ? 
No : ſuch a thought would ſhock Humanity, 
A baſe inſult on Common Senfe *twould be: 
Surely we muſt admit the evidence, 

When tis, by Reaſon, offer'd to the ſenſe. 
When then impos'd, by whom contriv'd the ſcheme, 

The fraud as baſeleſs as the Deiſt's dream; 

Had Judas known the fraud, indeed, tis plain, 
T*would not have been detected by a Paine * 

Or had his fellows, when they ſaw their head 
Upon the croſs ſuſpended, bleeding, dead; 

Would they not then confounded have retir'd, 

And left him with his projects to ' ve expir'd ? 
Surely *tis nat'ral to ſuppoſe they would, — 
What hope of fruit, when blaſted is the bud ? 

| 705 When 
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] Wen from his gloomy cell Mahomet came 

1 To broach his helliſh fraud by ſword and flame, 
1 Hlad he detected been, cruſh'd i in the riſe, 

q With him had periſh'd, doubtleſs, all his lies. 
Grant, then, the airy fraud, by Chriſt alone 

Z © Contriv'd, conducted, nor by others known; 'S 


| 3 A 


Vet, ſurely, when by Pilate crucifyd, _ 
X The fraud, with its inventor, then had dy'd 


4 His foll'wers, doubtleſs, would have been diſpers'd, 
1 In hiſt'ry, only, the affair rehears'd : 


3 bra the, the 2 muſt, he can but 525 


eme, Fo Tomas Pane has acted but kids, 
3 To leave me both the men and time to find. 
It ſeems molt likely, then, to have been ſpread, 
With the report that Chriſt had left the dead; 
* Upon the truth of this depends my all, 
And if Chriſt roſe, then deiſm muſt fall. 
L 7 evidence for this, the Deiſt faith, 

9 F not ſufficient to ſupport the faith ; 

I And to maintain his whim, drags 10 the bar, 

3 Hai nes that by he never ſaw ; | 

Vhen '8 I 
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Adding, that Chriſt ſhould have, like a balloon, 
Burſt from the grave at the full blaze of nom; 


(Why not to the Antipodes, too, ſeen). 


| Muſt be made proxies for a world of men. 
From what the Deiſt faith, one might conclude, 


| Had all Jeruſalem been there to view, 


Becauſe a nation did it not affirm ? 


And yet doſt thou their evidence reſpect ? 
Thou doſt the croud of witneſſes reject. 


( 390 )- 
Of conſequence, his faith he will not N 
On what another perſon doth atteſt ; 


To all Jeruſalem at leaſt have been, 


But here a numbe er, not exceeding ten, 


Had there but been a large promiſcuous croud, 


The reſurrection, doubtleſs, would be true: 


As well might Paint, like Dypinvs, have ſaid, 
ll not believe that Chriſt roſe from the dead, 


Unleſs in France I alſo ſee him rife ; 

For ſure his argument thus much implies. 
Judge, then, how hard a taſk tis to convince 
A Paint, of faithleſs Tromasss the prince 
But why the reſurrection falſhood term, 


A nation own'd, all Iſrael heard and ſaw, 
When God from Sinai thunder'd forth his law ! 
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9 | While faſt ice the Roman ſoldiers ho 

9 But ſay, by whom the theft was ſeen, who told! 2 
"I (Perhaps the ſleeping ſoldiers might behold). 

4 Here the unprejudic'd will ſee, the Jew, 


C33) 


KF Here Pains, oppoſing Tromas, all may ſee, 

1 5 = How, then, ſo inconſiſtent canſt thou be? 

K Sure, could the Jewiſh prieſts have prov'd this charge, 
"i F They doubtleſs would unto the world at large; 
But where the proof? found in what nation, clime? 
| L Doſt thou reply, tis loſt through length of time ? 

: 4 hy not the reſurrection evidence? 


* 18 fraud than truth nee by Providence? 


4  Chrifs denth and burial is by hk confeſ d: 
9 | And that they knew, ere Chriſt was crucify'd, 


3 | He'd of his reſurrection teſtify'd ; 
1 H - Elſe why the ſoldiers ſent the tomb to guard, 


1 
: A "If of this matter they had nothing heard? 
by 5 | B ut 


1 9 

But to proceed; what end deſign'd by thoſe, 
Who did the pious fraud at firſt impoſe ? 

Thou jayft, *cauſe thou no other end canſt find, 
They meant by thus impoſing on mankind, 

A reformation of mythology, 

To purge the world from groſs abſurdity, - 

A noble motive, ſurely, to induce 


Rational minds to ſuffer all abuſe : 
What treatment elſe could they expect to find, 
Who pos'd the then perſuaſion of mankind ? 


They muſt, they did, incur their Ceaſar's _ 
Embrace the crols, and to the axe bow down 
Undaunted ſtem the tide of Pagan rage, 
Brave all the inſults of a vicious age; 
Met death, in ev'ry hideous form, unaw'd, 
And all to propagate a well-known fraud: 

How light is thy aſſertion found, when laid 
When in the ſcales of Truth by Reaſon weigh'd 2 
Declare, ye Deiſts, anſwer, can ye ſhew 

An inſtance of like nature? Surely, no: 

If in the annals of fix thouſand years, 
Point out the mouldy page where it appears. 
Judge ye impartial, ye judicious, then 
How likely tis a fraud impos'd on men? 
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1 were the goſpel- forinders void of light, 
oft true prophetic heav wy A quite ? 


future ages, ſurely, prophecy 


he only evidence of truth muſt be. 
Lack, had they not their credentials ſeal'd, 
By gift of prophecy, from Heav'n reveal'd? 


Let an attentive eye, with candour, read 

MT at ſacred book, deſpis'd by thee, indeed; 

H e muſt confeſs the rays of pow'r divine, 

| [ Conſpicuous i in the revelations ſhine ; | 

Le ok round, aſtoniſh'd ſee, how papal Rome 
Now ſinks beneath a long - ſince threaten'd doom; 
He „to whom princes bow'd the ſuppliant knee, 
Ar d own'd their head infallible to be: 
He w is the blaze of glory turn'd to ſhame, 

And Popiſh pow'r derided as the name. 

Who, then, can doubt the revelations given, 
To animate the Chriſtian, ſent by heav'n? 


bd? 


Bu once again, ere from her tow'ring flight 
[he Muſe deſcends, from the celeſtial height ; 'Y 
Ma I, nor be irrational, preſume, 

* from Vacuity's unfathom'd womb, 


n | This 


4 * 
4 ou 
. — an oas + 
* 55 pn EIT 
r 


. 


—— EE IE ** 
7 — IL 


3 — 
== 
U 


= TIED TY 5 Ve 8 9 N . N 
* nenne b 2 FE = 9-2. Er oY fe ig Atta . wt =] 7 
* — 8 5 7 . - 1 — bY . (i re n . 
. > > ne He . * 2 9833 — — made - Ro x e Y * e 
= * — Do ———— _— 3 2 — =o. — 
9 . „ 
„% „„ . 2 5 * _— 8 - 
nnen n b "VA wut . 1 * * — — 4, A * . 
— oof ttm mg te yg —h ˙ ˙ - IWORES : Ns 2 — | — f | 
* 7 . - > e - f won. — — = = 
© — * 2 . 4 = 
7 pens a bs 2 12 1 ” 2 - - ** 
a 8 N * 3 ” — 
e . 22 : 
* 0 * £ , * + 


CC ee Ee en Te nn 


. 


— dS. — 
nr — y ET "OR * 
0 9 = : p ww N . - x 
P ͤ ET. 7 Oar rt" EE 
— « 


FS is *L 


IT VO 


R 2 


* _— hn » W dt * * 


— 


— — 
— 4 4 — s 
—— — 23 * N 
— * — _— 


2222 


NN 


— ——— mr . PIR ——— 
* —— — 1 — 
* — 2 


. 


5 — 
9 


5 — 
N 
wt 
— — —-—ᷣ— — — — by * 


— 


. 
1 * - — 2 * ant rr 
r . AA AER CITI 


— —— —5r%ð9 
* 
— 
— 
— 


— er ne ny Peer + 

— CN ——ů —— 

= >. Pr ar >» 4 2 
—- — — a». 


—— 


7 ² ů 55, 5 oe Ie AE 
— 
MI — 
— ñꝗ 


— 


— 
r — 


nm 
- — jon 
14 
P ICI —— 
5 
. * 
. 5 — 
— 2 go. 
„ r * 
f "0 CS 
„ a 4 F * 
3 . 3 A 
g - 4 
, 5 * $ 
* 3 A 
pr — n 
. : 
£4> 


— — —-— 


— 
yy 


( 34) 


This world burſt forth, amidſt cerulean air; 


To diſtant worlds appear'd a planet fair; 
Man ſoon to being call'd, in mind mature, 
As firm of nerve, as intellects were pure; 


Fixt on his mind, his birth would doubtleſs be, 
And oft recounted to his progeny : 


With what delight, (imagine) would they hear 


Their aged fire the wond'rous tale declare; 
How would they catch the accents as they fell, 


Implore, when done, the tale again to tell? 


What the grandſire had to their fathers ſnewn; 
And tho' by ſome forgotten, as a dream, 
Th' event, loſt in oblivion's pitchy ſtream; 

Yet ſtill by others it retain'd would be, 
Tranſmitted by them to poſterity : 

Still would be found with men ſome laſting trait, 
Nor Time's corroding hand obliterate : 
Light once beheld, man muſt the ſenſe retain, 
Thus on a different ſubjeA argues PAIN E. 

If fo, th? account muſt ſtill by ſome be known, 
Be ſomewhere {till exiſting, all muſt own. 


Then, let us aſk the various tribes of men 


Of the creation, how perform'd and when ! : 
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They to their offspring, doubtleſs, would make know! * | 
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For if a truth that things by Paine reveal'd, 
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Compare th' accounts with that which Moſes gave, 


(At leaſt to him aſcrib'd) which Chriſtians have; 
How vague, unſatisfa@'t ty are they found, 

To an enlighten'd mind—a judgment ſound ? 
Hence to th' impartial, this a proof may be 

Of the Moſaic authenticity 


Can never be forgotten, quite conceal'd, 


That Time their mem'ry never can i; 
As I'm conftrain'd to think muſt be the caſe, 
Why ſhould th' account of man's formation, then, 


Be loſt entirely to ſurviving men? 


Let Trom as Paixe aſſign a reaſon why, 

If ſo, he doth what he affirms deny: 

But waving this, becauſe it ſeems abſtruſe, 

Let us again reflect upon the Jews, 

That nation, of all others, tis confeſs'd 

Firſt knew Jchovah, God for ever bleſt; 

Of conſequence, would have moſt wiſdom pure, 
Leaſt liable to be impos'd on, ſure; 

They, moſt tenacious, to preſerve entire 

Their lineage down to their primeval ſire, 
Witneſs that law which {trialy doth diſcharge 
Cohabitation with the world at large; 
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And as the knowledge of th' Eternal One, 


A ſubjeR, ſure, on which depends thy whole, 1 
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The Age of Regſin's folly, O take heed! 
Be cautious, leſt the ſyren's luring ſtrain, 
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And doubt the truth of chriſtianity, — V 
I aſk, what evil can to thee accrue, ? * 
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Suppoſing it a fable, all untrue; 
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Since man's creation muſt by ſome be known 4 
Of courſe th' impartial cannot but allow, 

The Jewiſh records evidently true. 

If fo, then ſurely chriſtianity, 

nnn. as a ſolid truth muſt be. 


Thus, candid reader, I've to thee made known 8 4 
My thoughts on this important ſubje& ſhewn = 


The everlaſting welfare of thy ſoul ; 

I warn thee to avoid the deep-laid ſnare, 
Thy ſoul at ſtake, demands thy utmoſt care 
Or haſt, or ſhouldſt, thou till be led to read 


Should pleaſe thine ear and cauſe thy heart much pain, 
A ſerpent may, midſt flow'rs, itfelf conceal, 
And, unexpected, bite the trav'ler's heel. 4 
But jealous leſt miſled thy mind ſhould be, 


e 


At moſt thou only canſt reſign thy breath, 
All danger, ſurely, will diſſolve in death: 


(if 2 
But if a truth, what haſt thou not to dread 
When the great trump ſhall wake the ſleeping dead? 
How wilt thou meet the Judge thou didſt deſpiſe, 
The blaſting radiance darting from his eyes ; 

e feelings of thy ſoul, what tongue can tell, 
What heart conceive, by half, the woes of hell 
O then be wiſe, with all thy heart embrace, 
Believe in Chriſt, the Prince of Truth and Grace, 
A madman, ſurely, he eſteem'd muſt be, 
Who riſks a certain for uncertainty. 
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